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When evaluating the importance of the selected groups of steel thermochemical 

technologies presented in the chapter, their broad scale of contemporary applications in the 

industry should be emphasised, and in many cases the fact that they cannot be replaced with 

reasonable alternatives having similar costs. Hence, they will certainly still be important in the 

nearest 20 years amongst other technologies of engineer materials surface engineering, which 

justifies their position in The Critical Technologies Book. 
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